Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MEXICO 03483 221824Z 

44 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 10-10 ISO-00 ARAE-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 USIE-00 

INRE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 JUSE-00 

SNM-02 SY-05 TRSE-00 OES-03 OMB-01 SCS-03 SCA-01 

IGA-01 AID-05 /080W 

123288 

O R 221750Z APR 75 ZFF-4 
FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7357 
INFO DEA HQS WASHDC 
USMISSION GENEVA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MEXICO 3483 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, MX 

SUBJ: ATTORNEY GENERAL'S REPLY TO PRESS STORY ON MEXICAN NARCOTICS 

REE: MEXICO 3450 

S/NM FOR AMBASSADOR VANCE 

DEA FOR EOI-CUSACK 

IGA FOR MR. TODD 

SCS FOR MR. CHASE 

ARA EOR MR. LUERS 

1. VIRTUALLY ALL MEXICO CITY DAILIES APRIL 22 CARRIED 
ACCOUNT OE PRESS CONFERENCE GIVEN EVENING OF APRIL 21 BY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL. CONEERENCE WAS SCHEDULED OBSTENSIBLY 
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TRAFFICKERS OPERATING OUT OF TIJUANA, THE SEIZURE OF 15 
KG OF HEROIN, 2 KG COCAINE, 100,000 MINI-BENNIES, 14 KG 
CRUDE OPIUM AND EIGHT AIRCRAET OE THE "AEROLINEAS CHAVEZ", 
USED TO TRANSPORT THE NARCOTICS EROM SINALOA AND 
CHIHUAHUA TO BAJA CALIEORNIA. 

2. HOWEVER, SAYING HE HAD ANTICIPATED BREAKING THE GOOD 
NEWS WITH PLEASURE, ATTORNEY GENERAL QUICKLY TURNED TO THE 
LESS PLEASANT NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE REPORTED IN REETEL. 

IN HIS REMARKS HE MADE THE EOLLOWING POINTS: 

A) NEW YORK TIMES' OPINION NOT SHARED BY IGA TODD 
OR DBA S JOHN VAN DIVER, EACH OF WHOM HAD RECENTLY 
WRITTEN AG LETTER CONGRATULATING HIM ON GOOD JOB BEING 
DONE BY GOM NARCOTICS AUTHORITIES. 

B) HE HAD SPOKEN BY PHONE TO DEA ADMINISTRATOR 
BARTESL, WHO SAID HE WOULD THE SAME DAY SEND LETTER TO 
TIMES STATING THAT MEXICO IS DOING AN EXEMPLARY JOB AND 
THAT THE GAGE ARTICLE IN NO WAY REELECTS THE USG OPINION 
CONCERNING THE MEXICAN SITUATION. 

C) ASKED WHO THE "HIGH OEEICIAL" GUILTY OE NARCOTICS 
INVOLVEMENT WAS, AG PROEESSED IGNORANCE AND SAID THAT 
NO GOM OFEICIALS WERE UNDER SUSPICION. 

D) FEDERAL POLICE AND ARMY HAD WORKED SO WELL IN 
CAMPTAIN THAT "THE NEXT PLANTING PERIOD WILL SEE LESS 
PLANTATIONS (OP POPPY)." 

E) SAID HE DISAGREED THAT MEXICO WAS THE PRINCIPAL 
SUPPLIER OD DRUGS TO THE US. IP MUCH MEXICAN HEROIN 
BEING SEIZED IN US, IT SIMPLY BECAUSE THE TWO 

GOVERNMENTS WERE VERY SUCCESSFUL IN EXCHANING INTELLIGENCE 
AND THAT A LARGE PERCENTAGE OF THE MEXICAN HEROIN 
ENTERING THE US WAS BEING CAPTURED. AND IF BROWN HEROIN 
IS WIDESPREAD THAT MEANS ONLY THAT IT ENTERS US AND IS 
DISTRIBUTED EASILY, HE SAID. 

3. DESPITE AG'S RATHER ELABORATE DEFENSE, EXCELSIOR 
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APRIL 22 CARRIED AN EDITORIAL ENTITLED, "SAD MEXICAN 
PRIMACY," IN WHICH IT SEEMED TO ACCEPT ARGUMENT THAT 
MEXICO WAS PRINCIPAL US DRUG SOURCE. IT REPEATED THE 
STATEMENT IN TIMES ARTICLE THAT ONLY 4 OF 20 MFJP 
COMMANDANTS WERE ANY GOOD, THE "70 PAT PISH", AND THE 
"HIGH OEEICIAL" ALLEGATIONS AS WELL. EDITORIAL 
DEMANDED THAT THESE CHARGES BE INVESTIGATED. MORE 
OMINOUSLY PERHAPS, EDITORIAL ENDED: 
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"IT SURPRISES us THAT IN THE TIMES ARTICLE 
ROBERT EYMAN IS MENTIONED AS THE DIRECTOR IN 
MEXICO OF THE NORTH AMERICAN NARCOTICS POLICE, 

SINCE THE PROSECUTION OF THESE CRIMES SHOULD 
BE CARRIED OUT EXCLUSIVELY BY MEXICANS. THE 
PARTICIPATION OF OTHER POLICE MAY BE ALLOWED 
ONLY IN THE CAPACITY OF COLLABORATION, BUT NEVER 
WITH THEIR PERSONNEL IN ACTIVE CAPACITY 
WITHIN OUR COUNTRY, SINCE THE CORRESPONDING 
WORK MUST BE LEFT TO THE MEMBERS OF THE MEXICAN 
POLICE." 

4. COMMENT: THIS LAST PART OF THE EDITORIAL CONTAINS 
THE GREATEST POTENTIAL FOR FURTHER TROUBLE. WE DO NOT 
KNOW IF EXCELSIOR WILL PURSUE THIS LINE, BUT THAT 
NEWSPAPER HAS IN THE PAST SHOWN NO GREAT RELUCTANCE TO 
EMBARRASS MAJOR MEXICAN POLITICAL FIGURES. EMBASSY, 

OF COURSE, WILL CONTINUE TO REPORT GOM AND PRESS 
REACTION AS IT DEVELOPS. 

JOVA 
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